
Northumbria  
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MAY 2020



Unrivalled for its rugged beauty, its rich 
wildlife and big skies, iconic clifftop castles 
and a local larder of produce bursting with 
the flavours of the coast and countryside, 
the majestic county of Northumberland 
does not disappoint. We’ve cherry-picked 
the best bits and created a tour that takes in 
the spirit of Northumberland, its hallmarks 
and heritage. 

Our two-day itinerary, using private 
first-class coaches and with expert local 
knowledge from a fully trained tour guide 
ensures that you’ll see the all sights without 
the stress of planning your own trip. 

Staying at Doxford Hall, Northumberland’s 
only four AA red star awarded hotel, and 
a destination in its own right, you’ll find 
award-winning dining, a heavenly spa and 
ten acres of enchanting grounds to explore, 
including Europe’s largest yew-tree maze. 
The perfect place to unwind after seeing 
the sights of Northumbria! 

Explore 
Britain’s  
Best Kept 
Secret



DAY 1  
SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020

Arrival at Doxford Hall Hotel 
& Aqueous Spa 
• Afternoon Arrival & Check-in
•  Explore the stunning manicured 

gardens and grounds of the hotel
•  Take a dip in the hotel pool or 

take advantage of our spa facilities
•  Evening Drinks Reception –  

The Library
• Meet your fellow tour guests
•  Enjoy a talk from your Courier 

and Tour Guide
•  Nibble on locally sourced 

Northumbrian Canapes

•  Sip on an Alnwick Rum Cocktail 
or Alnwick Ale

•  Three-Course Northumbrian 
Farm & Field Menu in The 
Northumberland Room

•  Opportunity to purchase your 
own Table Wine

• Retire to bed!



DAY 2  
MONDAY 4TH  MAY 2020

Full Day Tour visiting Alnwick Castle, 
Alnwick Garden & Cragside House, 
Gardens & Estate
•  Enjoy a home cooked Northumbrian 

Breakfast
• Depart hotel at 9.30 am
•  Drive to Alnwick Castle (approx. 10 

miles)
• Enjoy a guided tour of the castle
• Transfer to The Alnwick Garden
•  Enjoy Free Time to wander around 

this incredibly designed masterpiece of 
horticultural engineering

•  Lunch at The Alnwick Garden Treehouse
• Depart Restaurant at 1.30 pm
•    Drive to Cragside House, Gardens & 

Estate (approx.  22 miles)

•  Enjoy free time walking around the 
incredible gardens and house

• Transfer back to Doxford Hall
• Evening Reception – The Library
•  Nibble on locally sourced 

Northumbrian Canapes
•  Sip on a Lindisfarne Mead Cocktail or 

Hotspur Gin
•  Three-Course Northumbrian Coastal 

Menu in The Northumberland Room
•  Opportunity to purchase your own 

Table Wine
• Retire to bed

Alnwick Gardens

Alnwick Castle



DAY 3  
TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020

Full Day Tour visiting Lindisfarne 
(Holy Island) & Bamburgh Castle
•   Enjoy home cooked 

Northumbrian Breakfast
•  Depart hotel at 9.30 am
•   Drive to Lindisfarne Island 

(approximately 28 miles)
•   Explore Lindisfarne Village, 

Priory and Castle
•  Lunch at The Barn at Beal
•  Depart at 1.30 pm
•   Drive to Bamburgh 

(approximately 17 miles)
•   Enjoy a guided tour of  

Bamburgh Castle
•  Transfer back to Doxford Hall

•  Evening Reception -The Library
•   Nibble on locally sourced 

Northumbrian Canapes
•   Sip on Holy Island Gin Cocktail 

or Lindisfarne Fruit Wine
•   Eight- Course Northumbrian 

Taster Menu in  
Northumberland Room

•   Opportunity to purchase your 
own Table Wine

•  Retire to bed

Lindisfarne Priory

Bamburgh Castle



DAY 4  
WEDNESDAY 26TH  FEBRUARY 2020

Depart Doxford Hall

•   Enjoy a home cooked 
Northumbrian breakfast

•   Check-out by 11.00 am
•   Take a gentle stroll through the 

gardens and lose yourself in the 
Yew tree maze

•   Treat yourself to a spa treatment 
10% discount offered

•   Return home



NON INCLUSIONS IN PACKAGE
Gift Shop items, Gratuities, Dinner Table Wine/Drinks

INCLUSIONS IN PACKAGE
• Accommodation on a twin-share basis
• Northumbrian breakfast
•  Fully inclusive coach tour with Parkers Executive Coaches
• Water and fruit provided on coach 
• Fully trained Tour Guide and Driver
• Group talk on the first evening
• Lunches on all days including drinks
• Entry fees at all sites with private guided tours
•  Northumbrian dinner menus including incredible  

eight-course taster menu on the final night
•  Drinks receptions with locally sourced produce,  

canapes and drinks
• Talks from local food and drink suppliers
• 10% discount on spa treatments for all hotel residents
• Signed copy of the Relish cookbook

• Do you cater for all dietary 
requirements / special diets / food 
intolerances? 
Yes, so long as we are made aware of any 
dietary requirements upon the reservation 
of your tour place, we are able to 
accommodate any special dietary needs.
 
• Can I bring my dog? 
Regrettably we are unable to allow dogs 
on the tour. 

• Is this tour suitable for those with 
mobility requirements?
Due to the terrain encountered at some 
of our tour destinations this itinerary is 
not recommended for guests who have 
walking difficulties.

• Do I require any special clothing  
or equipment?
We would recommend you wear stout 
walking shoes or boots and appropriate 
warm and waterproof outerwear for 
the tour. Hats and gloves are also 
recommended.

• What will happen in the event of poor 
weather, such as heavy snow?
 In the event of adverse weather affecting 
one of the destinations in the itinerary, an 
alternative destination will be substituted 
and guests will be informed of the change 
to the itinerary. If bad weather affects 

the region as a whole and it is deemed 
unsuitable to run the tour, the tour will 
be cancelled and guests will be given the 
opportunity to book onto a subsequent 
tour or reimbursed. 

• How many guests can I expect on  
the tour?
We are able to accommodate a maximum 
of 35 guests on this tour.

• What type of coach will be used? 
We will be using a private luxury coach 
with fresh fruit and water provided. 

• What standard of bedroom is offered? 
Tour guests will stay in Executive 
Bedrooms with full bathroom facilities. 
Our Executive Bedrooms are larger than 
our standard rooms with a small seating 
area and are on both ground and first 
floor of the hotel.

• Is the itinerary of the tour fixed in 
terms of date and sites visited? 
The dates and sites visited are fixed and 
non-changeable/modifiable.

We accept your booking in good 
faith and you agree that there are 
no reasons which have not been 
disclosed to us in writing before 
booking (e.g. severe infirmity or 
incapability) which may make it 
unwise for you or your party to 
embark on the tour. 

The safety and well-being of all 
passengers on the coach is the 
responsibility of the coach driver 
whose directions providing they 
are reasonable must be respected 
by you. 

We are responsible for the acts 
and omissions of our staff and 
suppliers of services with whom we 
contract. We are not able to accept 
responsibility for unexpected or 
unforeseen circumstances beyond 
our control where we have taken all 
due care to avoid them.

In the event of you having to cancel 
your booking you should contact 
us immediately to avoid incurring 
any unnecessary charges. Any verbal 
cancellation of your booking must 
be followed up in writing within 24 
hours. Unfortunately, our bookings 
are arranged with service providers 
many weeks in advance of the date 
of travel and as a result we require to 
impose cancellation charges. 

We may need to cancel your holiday 
in certain unusual, unforeseen 
circumstances beyond our control 
or in the event that the number of 
people booked on a tour does not 
reach our minimum (12 people). 
In the event of cancellation, you are 

entitled and we will offer you either 
(a) a substitute package of equivalent 
quality, if space permits or (b) repay 
you as soon as possible all the 
monies you have paid us. In the 
event of cancellation, we will notify 
you at the earliest opportunity and 
give you a reasonable time to enable 
you to take a decision on which 
option you wish to follow. The new 
arrangement will, where possible, 
be confirmed to you in writing. If a 
tour is cancelled where the number 
of people booked on a tour does not 
reach our minimum, you will be 
notified at least 14 days prior to the 
date of departure.

We sometimes make changes to 
journeys and excursions in response 
to adverse weather conditions, road 
repairs, road congestion and other 
local factors. In these circumstances 
the driver will exercise his 
discretion reasonably having all due 
consideration to the relevant factors 
and as a result there may be changes 
to the planned journey

Smoking (including the use 
of electronic cigarettes and 
other similar devices) and the 
consumption of alcohol are not 
permitted on our coaches.

While at the time of going to 
print the details contained in 
this brochure are correct to the 
best of our knowledge, we will 
where possible inform you of 
any inaccuracies or changes to 
the brochure details at the time  
of booking.

Total cost - £990.00
£495 per person

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS TERMS AND CONDITIONS 



ALNWICK GARDEN
The Duchess of Northumberland’s vision 
for a forgotten plot is now a one of the 
most visited gardens in the country. 
Designed for every season, it’s a joy for 
all the senses and a truly 21st century 
experience full of imagination, inspiration 
and fun. The gardens boast a collection of 
over 4,000 plants, thousands of seasonal 
blooms and many opportunities to get 
wet and play in The Garden’s water 
sculptures.

BAMBURGH CASTLE
Standing 150 feet above the sea, the 
magnificent Bamburgh Castle is an icon 
of the Northumberland shoreline and has 
been the film set for many blockbusters. 
Step inside and you’ll find a place full 
of myth, legend and over 1,400 years 
of history to explore in the fine state 
rooms, art gallery and 12th century 
keep. Set amid sand dunes bursting with 
wildflowers and with views out to the 
Farne Islands, it’s a location that’s hard  
to beat.

ALNWICK CASTLE
Owned and inhabited by the Percy family, 
Alnwick Castle is probably Britain’s 
most iconic castle and the film set for 
Harry Potter and Downton Abbey. The 
UK’s second largest inhabited castle is a 
deservedly popular destination that offers 
something for everyone: from taking 
on the Dragon’s Quest and broomstick 
training to discovering the State Rooms 
and collections of fine art housed within 
this imposing fortress. The Capability 
Brown designed castle grounds are no 
less impressive, commissioned by the 
1st Duke of Northumberland, with the 
creation of raised causeways acting as a 
viewing platform across the valley.

LINDISFARNE ISLAND  
(HOLY ISLAND)
Just a few miles off the Northumberland 
coast, Lindisfarne Island is a must-see 
destination. Although cut off twice a day 
from the rest of world by fast-moving 
tides, you can drive, walk or cycle over the 
causeway to Holy Island (after checking 
the safe crossing times). The epicentre of 
Christianity in Anglo Saxon times, the 
Lindisfarne Priory, is one of the region’s 
most revered treasures and the island 
remains a place of pilgrimage today. Visit 
Lindisfarne Castle, spend time in the 
Lindisfarne museum and potter around 
the pretty village. The Lindisfarne Nature 
Reserve is home to rare plants and an 
exciting array of wildlife. You’ll often see 
seals hauled up on the sand as well as the 
abundance of bird species.

Explore 
the rugged 
ruins and 
landscapes of  
the majestic 
North East 

CRAGSIDE ESTATE 
Cragside Estate, original family home of 
Lord Armstrong, Victorian inventor and 
industrialist, and the birth-place of green 
energy. The first building to be lit by 
hydroelectricity is now a National Trust 
property offering a truly awe-inspiring 
day out. Aside from the main house 
itself, there are over 30 miles of paths 
to explore and a magnificent display of 
rhododendrons and azaleas.



Doxford Hall Hotel & Spa, Chathill, Alnwick, Northumberland NE67 5DN

www.doxfordhall.com • info@doxfordhall.com • Tel: 01665 589700


